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HOME  
DESIGN  

TURNOFFS 
Before putting your 

home up for sale, it pays to take a good 
look around. Is your home décor out of 
date? Will it appeal to prospective buyers, 
or send them running out the door? 
 
Barbara Ballinger, architecture coach and 
columnist for the Style, Staged and Sold 
blog, says that while vintage features may 
appeal to some buyers, they could cost you 
a sale. Here are a few designs that could 
turn off potential buyers. 
 
¶ Excessively bold or dark paint or tile 

colors, such as deep plum or jet black 
¶ Walls painted with lacquered or        

high-gloss finish, faux and sponge-
painted walls and wallpaper 

¶ Worn, cracked laminate countertops 
and backsplashes 

¶ Outdated bathrooms with small sinks, 
short toilets, squat bathtubs and tight 
shower spaces 

¶ Stained and worn wall-to-wall carpet or 
worn linoleum 

¶ Bedrooms decorated with a theme that 
is incorporated through the carpeting, 
walls, ceilings, light fixtures and         
furnishings 

¶ Too many mirrored walls, ceilings and 
doors in a single room 

¶ Ceilings with too many recessed     
lighting spots 

FAST FACTé 
As of mid September 2009, 1.4 million    

homebuyers have taken advantage of the 
$8,000 first-time homebuyer tax credit. 

 
Source: www.irs.gov 

Frostburgôs  

Storybook Holiday  
Dec. 5, 2009  

Bundle up, and join in the winter festivities of 
this yearôs Storybook Holiday Saturday December 5, 
2009!  Start the day off right with a breakfast, where 
elves are there to serve and entertain you (tickets 
sold in advance at Hotel Gunter).  Immediately after, 
join the elves outside to cheer on your favorites    
during the traditional Elf Olympics, followed by a 
magical parade down 
Main Street.  The     
au t h or ,  J e nn i f e r  
OôConnell, will be here 
to share her winter 
story to the community.  
Then, come see City 
Place turned into a  
winter wonderland filled 
with family fun activities 
for all.  Throughout the 
day, elves will be    
hosting storybook  
readings in various locations, followed by the annual 
cookie contest.  End the day by purchasing your 
ticket to watch the 1946 classic, Itôs a Wonderful Life, 
at the townôs Palace Theatre.  For more information, 
please contact the Childrenôs Literature Centre at 
clc@frostburg.edu or (301) 687-3133. 

mailto:clc@frostburg.edu


 

ensure the privacy of      
information used in       
consumer reports. Recent 
amendments to the Act 
expand your rights and 
p l a c e  a d d i t i o n a l           
requirements on CRAs.          
Businesses that supply 
information about you to 
CRAs and those that use 
consumer reports also 
have new responsibilities 
under the law. 
     The three major credit 
bureaus are: 

 
Equifax  

1-800-685-1111 
www.equifax.com 

Experian  
1-888-EXPERIAN (397-

3742) 
www.experian.com 

Trans Union  
1-800-916-8800 

www.transunion.com 
 

Building Up a          
Good   Record  

On your first attempt to 

Consumer Reporting 
Agencies  

     If you've ever applied 
for a credit card, a       
persona l  loan,  o r          
insurance, there's a file 
about you. This file     
contains information on 
where you work and live, 
how you pay your bills, 
and whether you've been 
sued, arrested, or filed for    
bankruptcy. 
     Companies that gather 
and sell this information 
are called Consumer     
Report ing  Agenc ies 
(CRAs). The most      
common type of CRA is 
the credit bureau. The 
information CRAs sell 
about you to creditors, 
employers, insurers, and 
other businesses is called 
a  consumer report. 

 
The Fair Credit           

Reporting Act (FCRA)  

The FCRA is designed to 
promote accuracy and  

get credit, you may face a 
common frustrat ion:   
sometimes it seems you 
have to already have 
credit to get credit. Some 
creditors will look only at 
your salary and job and 
the other f inancial        
information you put on 
your application. But most 
also want to know about 
your track   record in  
handling credit, namely 
how reliably you've repaid 
past debts. They turn to 
the records kept by credit 
bureaus or credit -
reporting agencies whose 
business is to collect, 
s t o r e  a n d  r e p o r t            
information about borrow-
ers that is routinely     
supplied by many lenders. 
These records include the 
amount of credit you have 
received and how      
faithfully you've paid it 
back. 
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Here are several ways 
you can begin to build up 
a good credit history:  

-- Open a checking account 
or a savings account, or 
both. These do not begin 
your credit file, but may be 
checked as evidence that 
you have money and know 
how to manage it.  
-- Apply for a department 
store credit card. Repaying 
credit card bills on time is a 
plus in credit histories. 
-- If you're new in town, 
write for a summary of any 
credit record kept by a 
credit bureau in your former 
town. (Ask the bank or   
department store in your 
old hometown for the name 
of the agency it reports to.) 
-- If you don't qualify on the 
basis of your own credit 
standing, offer to have 
someone cosign your    
application. 
-- If you're turned down, 
find out why and try to clear 
up any misunderstandings.    

Credit Report Information 

Welcome Home! 
Carter-Roque Team Recent Sales 

Kite Avenue, Cresaptown 

Main Street, Frostburg 

Bedford Street, Cumberland 

Bethel Drive, Lonaconing 

Sunrise Circle, Cumberland 
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